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The Complete Sacrifice

    Hebrews 9:23-28 

Introduction: 
I. Its Fullness – 9:23-24
A. He Offered a Better Sacrifice – 9:23

1. Mere Copies Might be Hallowed by the Blood of Animals.

a. Sins were forgiven but not forgotten.

b. The punishment was averted.

c. The sin was covered, not taken away.

2. Heavenly Things Require a Better Sacrifice.

a. “Heavenly things” means the new priestly arrangements.
b. They have heaven as their focal point.
c. They deal with sin in a different way - They put away sin.

d. They are internal, not outward.
B. He Offered in a Better Sanctuary – 9:24

1. Our Priest Represents us Not in a Man-Made Copy.

a. It was beautiful, but only a copy.

b. Temple was temporary, so was the sacrifice. 


2. He Represents us in Heaven Itself.

a. The place where God dwells.

He appears in the presence of God. τῷ προσώπῳ (used only here)
Matthews 18:10 - τὸ πρόσωπον τοῦ πατρός 
“for I say to you that in heaven ﻿﻿their angels always ﻿﻿see the face of My Father who is in heaven.”
b. The place where our High Priest ministers. 

II. Its Finality – 9:25-26

A. He Offered Only Once – 9:25- 26a

1. Not like the O.T. Priests – Annually
2. Not with the Blood that was Not His Own - “with blood of another”.
3. He would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world.

a. Obviously this has not happened.

b. It is not happening today:

Not in Reality- 

He is not now being crucified.

Not in Substitution - (Roman Catholic)
Not in the “elevation of the host”

Not in Symbol- Protestant

 “the more I sin , the more Christ suffers”

B. He Put Away Sin – 9:26b -- Contrasts in verse 26:
1.  Their Sacrifices were Repeated Year by Year
His Sacrifice was Offered Once for All
2. Theirs were Offered over a Long Period of Preparation --
His was at the End of the Age - The end of O.T. and the beginning of the New.
3. They Provided Typical Atonement -- 


  He Provided Absolute Atonement.

4. They Offered the Blood not their Own --


   He Offered His Own Blood.

5.  They “Brought” Man into the Blackness were Divine Presence was Shrouded -- 
He Brought the Divine Presence Near to Man.


Paul wrote: in 2 Corinthians 3:18
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding ﻿﻿as in a mirror ﻿﻿the glory of the Lord, ﻿﻿are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as ﻿﻿by the Spirit of the Lord.”
III. Its Fruitfulness – 9:27-28

A. Men Die Once – 9:27
1. All Must Die

a. Justice demands it.
Otherwise anarchy will triumph to endless destruction.

b. Mercy requires it.

Otherwise earth’s misery will accumulate beyond human endurance.

c. Experience confirms it - The oldest man who ever lived, died.
d. Exceptions to the rule:

Enoch- 365yrs. God took him Gen 5:24
Elijah-Elijah ﻿﻿went up by a whirlwind into heaven. II Kings 2:11

Note: Lazarus, John 11, does not count. He died again.
So did the saints who came out of their graves at the death of Christ (Unless they went to heaven with the Jesus.)

e. This statement (once to die) rules out:

1) Living in a previous life.
2) Having a second chance after death to alter your circumstances.

2. All must stand at judgment.

a. No one escapes it -- Believers and unbelievers

b. Preparation for it must be made now.
B. Christ, the Man, Died Once - 9:28

1. He Offered for Sin at His First Coming – 9:28a
ἅπαξ -- once for all.
a. He was an individual, but the results of His death were infinite.
1) It was sufficient for all.

2) It was deficient for none.

3) It was efficient for all who believe.

4) He saves all who put their faith in Him.
2.  He will Appear a Second Time – 9:28b
a. He will appear apart from sin

χωρὶς ἁμαρτίας without {reference to} sin.
This is the judgment time (see verse 27).
b. He will reward those who eagerly wait for Him.

Notice that he does not say that he will appear to believers, but to those who eagerly wait for Him.

This group is obviously smaller than the total of all believers.

Conclusion:

